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1. Call to order & roll call 

Jim Rizzuto called the Special Meeting of the Arkansas River Compact Administration (ARCA) 

at 10:03 A.M. (MDT) pursuant to the Notice attached hereto as Exhibit A.  A roll call was taken 

and a quorum was present. 

 

The following ARCA representatives participated in the conference call: 

Jim Rizzuto, Chairman, federal representative; 

 

For Colorado: 

Rebecca Mitchell, CWCB Director and CO Representative; 

Lane Malone, CO Representative; 

Scott Brazil, CO Representative; 

 

For Kansas: 

David Barfield, Kansas Chief Engineer and KS Representative; 

Hal Scheuerman, KS Representative; and 

Randy Hayzlett, KS Representative and Vice-Chairman. 

 

Others in attendance who were announced: 

Bill Tyner, Operations Secretary, Colorado Division of Water Resources, Division 2; 

Kevin Salter, Assistant Operations Secretary, Kansas Division of Water Resources; 

Brent Campbell, Kansas Division of Water Resources; 

Brandy Cole, Kansas Division of Water Resources; 

Chris Beightel, Kansas Division of Water Resources; 

Steve Witte, Colorado Division of Water Resources, Division 2; 

Bethany Arnold, Colorado Division of Water Resources, Division 2; 

John Van Ort, Colorado Division of Water Resources, Division 2; 

Phil Reynolds, Colorado Division of Water Resources, Division 2; 

Kelley Thompson, Colorado Division of Water Resources; 

Brent Newman, Colorado Water Conservation Board; 

Eric Skeie, Colorado Water Conservation Board; 

Andrew Rickert, Colorado Water Conservation Board; 

Dan Steuer, Colorado Attorney General Office; 

Kevin Rein, Colorado State Engineer; 

Bob Rice, US Bureau of Reclamation; 

Amy Louise, US Army Corps of Engineers; 

Mark Rude, SW Kansas Groundwater Management District #3; 

Trevor Ahring, SW Kansas Groundwater Management District #3; 

Steve Hines, Frontier Ditch 

John Stulp, Colorado Governor’s office 

Jeff Kahn, Special Water Council, City of Trinidad; 

Gil Ramirez, City of Trinidad; 

Mike Weber, Lower Arkansas Valley Water Conservancy District; 

Mike Valentine, City of Trinidad; 

Greg Sund, City of Trinidad; 

Marty Lee, Rocky Ford. 



2. Approval of agenda 

Jim Rizzuto asked for approval of the agenda: 

Bob Rice requested the addition of an informational item to the agenda at the end of the 

consideration of Resolution 2018-01. 

Jim Rizzuto asked for approval of the agenda with the addition of the informational item 

(as shown in Exhibit A): 

Rebecca Mitchell asked if this was only an informational item and there will not be any 

deliberation since this meeting has been previously noticed.  Bob Rice confirmed that his 

agenda item was informational only. 

Randy Hayzlett, Kansas, moved approval of the agenda. 

David Barfield, Kansas, seconded the motion. 

Mr. Rizzuto called the question:  Kansas voted aye, and Colorado voted aye. 

Motion was approved. 

 

3. Meeting protocol and preparation of minutes/summary 

Kevin Salter, requested instead of a verbatim transcript that the Administration approve a 

written summary instead. Jim Rizzuto asked for any objections; Kansas no objections, 

and Colorado no objections. 

 

4. Introduction and explanation of February 28, 2018 agreement 

Bill Tyner provided that this resolution would allow delivery of Highland Canal water 

rights as a source for the John Martin permanent pool pursuant to a February 28, 2018 

agreement between the States of Kansas and Colorado.  Delivery could begin on April 1st, 

2018 through November 15th, 2018 to allow deliveries to occur. During this time 

LAWMA has agreed to deliver at least 4,700 ac-ft of fully consumable water to the 

Offset Account in John Martin Reservoir. To ensure delivery in a timely manner, 

LAWMA has agreed to deliver 3,133 ac-ft to the Offset Account by August 1st, 2018. 

Neither of these figures would include the 500 ac-ft storage charge that will be completed 

by the end of March, 2018. The 2018 agreement adds one new provision that addresses if 

John Martin Reservoir was eminent to spill or was in a spill condition. This provision is 

stated and characterized in paragraph 3 of the 2018 agreement. The Substitute Water 

Supply Plan that is required by paragraph 4 is in process with the application submitted 

with approval likely to be completed prior to April 1st, 2018.  

 

David Barfield commended Mr. Tyner on the explanation and summarized the agreement 

as allowing for an additional source of water for the permanent pool for 2018, and 

assurance that the Offset Account is adequately funded with a process to look forward to 

a longer-term agreement. David Barfield noted that by adding paragraph dealing with the 

potential for spill that the agreement in paragraph 5 incorrectly refers to paragraph 3 and 

should instead reference paragraph 4 within the 2018 agreement.  

 

5. Discussion 

Jim Rizzuto asked for discussion of the resolution. 

David Barfield, Kansas, moved Adoption of Resolution 2018-01.   

Rebecca Mitchell, Colorado, seconded the motion. 



Jim Rizzuto asked for discussion. Resolution was not read into the record due to the 

absence of a court reporter and no one on the call asked for a reading of the resolution.  

Mr. Rizzuto called the question: Kansas voted aye; and Colorado voted aye. 

Motion was approved, and the Resolution was adopted (as shown in Exhibit B). 

 

6. USBR Informational Item 

Bob Rice of the Bureau of Reclamation provided an update related to ARCA Resolution 

2014-03 involving amending the Trinidad Operating Principles.  This is an informational 

update only. In 2012 ARCA passed Resolution 2012-01 to amend the Trinidad Operating 

Principles which included two actions: the first allowing the City of Trinidad to dry-up 

additional acres under the Johns Flood ditch system and the second to allow City of 

Trinidad water stored in the joint use capacity to be used within the Purgatoire River 

basin upstream of Trinidad Reservoir. In 2014, ARCA passed Resolution 2014-03 which 

separated out the dry-up component. Due to the possibility that this resolution, 2014-03, 

could have affected PRWCD repayments to the Bureau of Reclamation, the Bureau has 

been working with the PRWCD to ensure that the Bureau would not be adversely 

affected.  Reclamation and PRWCD has reached agreement on the contract amendment 

which includes incorporating the changes made in resolution 2014-03. With this there 

were no proposed changes to the resolution. The spring of 2018 the Bureau will provide 

public notice the proposed changes to the repayment contracts including the operating 

principles. In approximately July once the public notice period is closed, the Bureau will 

send out the operating principles for signature. Signatories include: ARCA, Kansas, US 

Corp of Engineers, PRWCD, and the Bureau of Reclamation. Mr. Rice quoted part of the 

2014-03 resolution regarding the authority of the ARCA chair subject to approval of all 

signatories.  USBR will sign last so that they will sign both the amended Trinidad 

Operating Principles and updated contract at the same time. 

 

Jim Rizzuto asked if there were any questions on the update: 

David Barfield asked if Bob Rice if the new changes were only over the dry-up? Mr. Rice 

confirmed. 

Jeff Kahn, added that there were also volumetric limits in addition to the acreage 

adjustment from the adopted 2012 resolution.  

 

 

7. Adjournment 

Jim Rizzuto asked if there was a motion to adjourn: 

Rebecca Mitchell provided a statement thanking everyone and that this was a good 

collaborative step in the right direction. 

Rebecca Mitchell, Colorado, moved adjournment of the Special Meeting; and 

David Barfield, Kansas, seconded the motion. 

Mr. Rizzuto called the question:  Colorado voted aye, and Kansas voted aye. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:18 A.M., MDT. 
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